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Dear Mountain View Students and Parents, 

Unbelievably, preparing to walk across the stage at graduation is right around the corner! 

This is a very exciting and very important time in your child's high school career. 

The Mountain View Counseling Department is committed to assisting you and your child 

through this process and has created a resource guide to help. We want to encourage you to 

be engaged in this process and partner with us so that your son/daughter is completely 

prepared to take their next steps after graduation. Whether that be attending college, the 

military or entering the workforce, by working together, we can ensure that they are 

prepared. 

Inside this resource, you will find information regarding graduation requirements, testing, 

college visits and scholarships. Please take a moment to review this information and contact 

us with any questions. We want to wish you the very best as you plan to complete your high 

school experience and prepare for your next steps. 

Sincerely, 

K�ey,�..-r-------

·· Expec1 fa·celle11ce in Eve1:1·1hi11g ·· 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
Credits 

High School Promotion Requirements 
For All Classes Entering High School in Fall, 2008 and Beyond 

Promotion 
9th to 10th 

Promotion 
10th to 11 

th
Promotion 
11th  to 12th Graduation 

5 
Carnegie 

Units 

11 
Carnegie 

Units 

17 
Carnegie 

Units 

23 Carnegie Units 
including standardized 
assessment requirements 
as determined by state 
and district policies 

All students must have 23 units/credits (in specific areas) to graduate. You need: 
• 4 units of math (Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and 4th math)
• 4 units of science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and 4th science)
• 4 units of language arts
• 3 units of social studies (World History, US History, Economics, and Political Systems)
• Intro to Lifetime Fitness or Personal Fitness (0.5 unit) AND Health (0.5 unit) 3 years

of JROTC will cover these requirements 
• 3 units of electives (foreign language and/or technical and/or fine arts) (2 years

of the same foreign language is required for admission to most colleges.)
• 4 units general electives

Testing 

EOC 

Date First Entered 9th 
Grade 

GCPS HS 
Gateway ELA MATH SCI ss 

Fall 2008 and Beyond 
Science 

10th grade 

Social Studies 
10th grade 

World History 
or 

11th grade 
US History 

Must take EOC in the 
following areas: 

-9th Gr. Lit. & Comp.
-Am. Lit. & Comp.

Must take EOC 
in the following 

areas: 
-Math I/  Alg. CC
-Math II/ Geom. 

cc 

Must take EOC in 
the following 

areas: 
-Biology

-Phys. Sci. {8 t h

grade) 

Must take 
EOC in the 
following 

areas: 
-U.S. Hist.

-Economics

Students must pass the school system's High School Gateway Assessment as a Gwinnett requirement for earning a 
diploma. The Gateway Assessment measures students' ability to write effectively about 9th and 10th grade Science 

and 10th grade World History or 11th grade US History AKS. Students write two essays - one on a Science topic 
and one on a Social Studies topic. In writing a response, students must use their own knowledge about the topic 
and pull information from documents provided. Students have 125 minutes to write each of the essays, one per 

day. 

The Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones) is a statewide summative assessment program 
spanning grades 3 through high school. High school students will take an end-of-course assessment for each of the 

eight courses designated by the State Board of Education. The end-of-course measures are administered at the 
completion of the course. These measures serve as the final exam for the course, and contribute 20% to the 

student's final course grade. Page 2



College Board 
Advanced Placement 
Program 

What is the Advanced Placement (AP) Program? 

Advanced Placement (AP) is a program for college-level courses and exams that gives high school 
students the opportunity to receive advanced placement and/or credit in college. About 1.2 million 
students participate in the AP Program each year, usually through an AP course.     Mountain View High 
School offers 19 AP courses. 

What are AP courses? 

AP courses are introductory college courses, so they are not easy, but neither are they impossibly 
difficult. An AP course will be more demanding than a regular high school course. They often require 
more time and work, but the AP courses give you greater depth. A student should realize that taking 
an AP class is a serious commitment. Students should give careful thought to which and how many 
AP courses to take in one year. 
For students from many backgrounds, the challenge of AP courses helps to focus students' interests as 
they begin to plan for their future. In fact, recent research following AP students into college shows that 
these students are more likely than other students to take additional courses in the academic 
departments for which they received AP credit, and to major in the subject of their AP course work. AP 
courses, modeled on rigorous, evidence-based standards, give students the preparation they need to 
not only enter college but to graduate. 

Why Participate? 

With 24 courses to choose from, AP offers something for everyone. The only requirements are a strong 
curiosity about the subject you plan to study and the willingness to work hard. Here are just a few 
reasons to sign up: 

• Broaden Your Intellectual Horizon:
Explore the world from a variety of perspectives, most importantly your own.
Study subjects in greater depth and detail.
Assume the responsibility of reasoning, analyzing, and understanding for yourself.

• Gain the Edge in College Preparation:
Get a head start on college-level work.
Improve your writing skills and sharpen your problem solving techniques.
Develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work.

• Stand Out in the College Admissions Process:
Demonstrate your maturity and readiness for college.
Show your willingness to push yourself to the limit.
Emphasize your commitment to academic excellence.

Final Notes... 

• AP can change a student's life.
• Mountain View High School has a history of student success on AP exams!
• Our faculty is commit ted to offering a challenging curriculum that is geared toward student

success in Advanced Placement.
• Students who enroll in an AP course will receive 10 points added to their grade in an AP

course at the end of each semester.
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Alternate Educational Options 
Maxwell High School 

Maxwell High School of Technology is a public charter school that offers 17 cutting-edge programs to 
students from all Gwinnett County high schools. Students may be able to earn college credit or advanced 
placement through articulation agreements with post-secondary technical colleges and universities. 
https://www.gwinnettcte.com/special-programs 

Grayson Tech 

The Technical Education Program at Grayson High School offers 11 innovative career pathway 
programs for Juniors and Seniors in all Gwinnett County high schools to explore. Students in each 
program earn 4 total credits, with at least one academic credit. The entire staff is dedicated to 
providing students with the best learning experiences possible. Students are encouraged to create 
pathways to their futures. They have opportunities to develop leadership and work-ready skills that 
will serve them well now and in life after high school. 

https://www.gwinnettcte.com/special-programs 

Work Based Learning 

This is a CTE elective course that a junior or senior can take to satisfy credit(s) toward graduation. Work 
Based Learning is an excellent resume builder for college applications or future jobs. ALL students can 
benefit from this experience. A potential Work Based Learning (WBL) student must meet the following 
qualifications: 

* Complete a WBL application and submitted to Mrs. Wendy Beuglas for consideration.
* Have a job by August 1st (or the first day of school).
* Internship also qualifies, paid or unpaid, and also must be in place by first day of school.
** NOTE: Jobs or internships may not be with the student's family member or family business **
* Must have their own transportation to leave school during WBL periods (by first day of school).
* Have taken a CTE course or a course related to their current job or future occupation.
* Have space available in their schedule to take WBL either 3 periods, 2 periods, or 1 period (all during 
5th-7th).
* Must work at least 5 hours/week for every WBL period.
Example: 3 WBL periods = 15 hours/week, 2 WBL periods = 10 hours/week, 1 WBL period = 5
hours/week 

Quest Internship 

The QUEST gifted internship program enables gifted high school juniors and seniors an opportunity to 
spend a portion of the school day with a mentor in the community for an in-depth career exploration. 
Students gain specific knowledge of careers while developing maturity, leadership, sensitivity, and self- 
awareness. Community members interested in learning more about the program should contact the 
Accelerated Programs & Gifted Education Department. 
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Choosing Your Pathway: 

Dual Enrollment or Advanced Placement 
Dual Enrollment Advanced Placement 
You can experience full-time college 
coursework. By trying out a few classes 
while still in high school, you get used to 
the academic environment before 
leaving the comfort and support of 
home. 

Why should 

you 

consider 

enrolling? 

You will be more prepared for college 
and life if you take more rigorous 
courses. 

You may be able to take classes that 
aren't offered at your high school. 

Taking AP classes lets colleges and 
universities know that you have what it 
takes to succeed in an undergraduate 
environment. 

College courses can give you a closer 
look at your area of academic interest. 
According to the CollegeBoard, most 
students change their majors at least 
once. Taking a college class can help 
you find your area of interest before the 
pressure is on to declare a major. 

By taking AP classes and scoring 
successfully on the related AP Exam, 
you can save on college expenses: 
most colleges and universities 
nationwide offer college credit, 
advanced placement, or both, for 
qualifying AP Exam scores. These 
credits can allow you to save college 
tuition. 

Perhaps the biggest benefit of dual 
enrollment is that you may start to 
accumulate college credits prior to 
graduation. 

Research comparing dual enrollment 
students to non-dual enrollment 
students is generally positive, finding 
that dual enrollment students have: 

 A higher likelihood of enrolling
in a 4 year school

 A smaller decline in grades
from high school to college

 A higher likelihood of persisting

Exam scores are positively related to 
college grades. 
AP students: 

• May be able to exempt
introductory courses

• Perform as well or better in the
subsequent course

• Have higher first year GPA

• Have higher retention rates

Both programs: 
expose students to college level work & allow students to earn college credits while in high school. 

Dual Enrollment Sounds Great!  
Are There Any Reasons Why You Shouldn't 
Participate? 

Advanced Placement Sounds Great!  
Are There Any Reasons Why You Shouldn't 
Participate? 

♦ If a course is already available at your school, it might be
best to take it there. Colleges may wonder why a student has
chosen to take an intro class at a community college if there
is an AP class in the same subject available at the high
school level. If the college course won't give you something
above and beyond what's available at your high school, take
a pass!
♦ A college course in music appreciation is a great resume
booster-as long as you plan to go into music. If you are
planning a career in chemistry, the music class won't help,
and could raise questions about the academic rigor of your
coursework. You should carefully consider the academic
value of any class that you are considering.
♦ Dual-enrollment courses are real college courses for real
college credit; the grades will go on your permanent record.
Before enrolling, make sure that you are ready for the
demanding work a college class will require, or it could hurt
your chances at college acceptance down the line.
Furthermore, if you fail a dual-enrollment course, it could
mean you won't graduate high school on time.

♦ AP classes are college level courses to work hard. If you
are not willing to invest the time and energy to be successful,
AP classes may not be a good fit.
♦ If you need to be reminded to complete homework, then
you may not do well in AP. College instructors rarely remind
students to do their work or when deadlines are coming.
♦ AP students should be organized and capable of keeping
up with assignments. If you have trouble with organization
and lack motivation, AP classes may not be a good fit.

Adapted from information from the CollegeBoard and StudyPoint, Inc. Page 5



Mountain View High School 
Dual Enrollment 

Dual Enrollment  is an opportunity for a qualified high school student ta earn college credits. The student is 
concurrently enrolled at a nearby college or taking college classes at MVHS.  This means that’s/he can earn 
college credits and the high school credits needed for graduation . 

WHERE CAN I ATTEND? 
A student can attend any public college, private college, or technical college that has approved admission. Common 
options for MVHS students are: 

School Website Minimum GPA SAT/ACT Minimums 
GGC (Juniors and 
Seniors) – Off 
Campus Only  

https://www.ggc.edu/admissions/how-to-
apply/dual-enrollment.html 

3.25 Core GPA  Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing 
500 | Math 510 | 
Combined total score 
of 1050 (ERW + 
Math), ACT English 
21 or Reading 21 | 
Math 20 | Composite 
score 20 

UNG (Juniors and 
Seniors) –Off 
Campus Only  

https://ung.edu/undergraduate-
admissions/dual-joint-enrollment.php 

3.25 Core GPA Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing 
530 | Math 480 | 
Combined total score 
of 1050 (ERW + 
Math), ACT English 
20 | Math 18 | 
Composite score 20 

Gwinnett Tech-On 
Campus and Off 
Campus   

https://www.gwinnetttech.edu/dualenrollment/ No minimum GPA Accuplacer Scores 
Required  

Middle Georgia-Off 
Campus at Middle 
GA campus  

https://www.mga.edu/dual-
enrollment/index.php 

3.0 Core GPA SAT Reading 24 | 
Math 440 | Combined 
total score of 970 
(ERW + Math), ACT 
English 17 or Reading 
17 | Math 17 | 
Composite score 20 

WHAT IS THE COST? 
The dual enrollment program covers all required standard tuition, mandatory fees and required book 
expenses. Students may be responsible for specific course-realted fees, such as a lab fee.  

WHAT CLASSES CAN I TAKE? 
Approved courses for specific Universities for dual enrollment are listed on gafutures under dual enrollment 
course directory. In addition to off campus, MVHS offers on campus dual enrollment classes. Students take 
classes with adjunct Gwinnett Tech teachers/MVHS teachers at Mountain View High School. Current on 
campus classes that are offered with a teacher include; English 1101/1102, Math 1111/1127 and MGMT 
1101. MVHS also offers a variety of online dual enrollment classes that students can complete in the dual 
enrollment lab under the supervision of a teacher.  

WHAT WILL MY SCHEDULE LOOK LIKE? 
Under dual enrolment, a student can attend part-time or full-time. Full-time students take all of their classes at 
the college while part-time students split their schedule with one or more classes at the college and one or 
more at MVHS. 
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WHAT ABOUT TRANSFER CREDIT? 
It is the student's responsibility to talk with the college regarding its policy on accepting dual enrollment 
credit. Generally, Georgia public colleges will honor credit earned at any other Georgia public college when 
a grade of "C" or better is earned. Private colleges and out of state colleges vary on their acceptance of dual 
enrollment credits. 

WHAT ABOUT EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES? 
Students participating in the dual enrollment program are eligible to participate in competitive and 
other extracurricular activities. This is allowable as long as their schedule can accommodate practices, games, 
etc. without interfering with their completion of postsecondary course requirements. Postsecondary institutions 
are not required to accommodate students so it is the responsibility of the students to coordinate with their college 
schedule.  

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

College deadlines are different than high school deadlines. Students must meet both deadlines. 
A student must meet the admission requirements for the college he/she plans to attend . 
The students must complete a student participation agreement with their high school counselor 
to participate in the program. 
The student and parent must attend the dual enrollment advisement meeting regarding the program.  
Once registered for college courses, the students must provide a copy of their college schedule to 
their counselor.  

WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO ENROLL? 
1. Attend the dual enrollment student/parent advisement meeting.
2. Complete the MVHS dual enrollment application
3. Apply to and be accepted by the college/university of your choice. You are responsible for   

following the college's application procedures and meeting all college and high school 
deadlines.

4. Complete Part I of the on-line dual enrollment application on GaFutures.
5. After receiving your college acceptance, notify your high school counselor. Students are 

responsible to know which courses they still need to complete for graduation. Schedule an 
appointment with your high school counselor if you need further clarification.

6. Meet with your college advisor to set your 1st semester schedule.

7. Provide a copy of your completed college schedule to your counselor.

For additional information about the Dual Enrollment  Program at MVHS, please contact your student’s counselor. 

Page 7



 

 

There is so much to discover on the Counseling Department’s Den Calendar! 

https://www.gcpsk12.org/Domain/7411 

 

The Den Calendar highlights several different types of opportunities for students to gain 
information.  All you need to do is click the links! Each link  

In the October calendar above, you will see highlighted links to scholarship deadlines, such as 
the Presidential Scholarship on 10/3. You can also see when military representatives will be 
visiting MVHS; the Marines will be on campus on 10/9 and the Army will have reps here on 
10/24. In addition, college admissions representative visits can be found on the Den Calendar; 
UNG will be visiting on 10/16 and LSU will be stopping by on 10/28.    

Take advantage of this amazing tool to help plan for your future.  
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You may want to think again 
(unless you are in line to 
take over a company!). 
Studies suggest that those 
with college degrees earn 
about 84% more than high 
school grads. That adds up 
to about 1 million dollars 
in salary over a lifetime! 
Source: 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/mo 
ney_co/2011/08/college- 
gradutates-pay.html 

http://www.bankrate.com/finance/j 
obs-careers/million-dollar-edge- 
college-degree.aspx 

The military can be a great 
option! With many 
branches and endless job 
opportunities, if you see 
yourself as the uniform- 
wearing type, check it out 
(before or after college)! 

Schools like Gwinnett Tech 
are a great option to get 
trained for jobs that pay 
well or to make the 
transition to a bigger school. 
If you’ve graduated from 
high school, then you can 
likely get started at a 
technical school (sometimes 
called a vocational or trade 
school). You just need a high 
school diploma to go! 

2-year schools usually offer
Associate’s degrees and are a great
place to start before moving on to 4-
year schools (if you didn’t do as well
as you would have liked in high school
or if you just want to save some
money). Their requirements are less
stringent and many of them have
“transfer agreements” with 4-year
schools that guarantee your
acceptance into a school if you meet
performance requirements while at
the 2-year school.

4-year schools offer a wide range of
degrees and programs. Schools range
from fairly easy to Harvard to get into
and require anything from community
service to multiple essays. Make sure
you know the requirements early! The
best place to find out about a school is
the Internet.

4-Year College/University Community/Junior/2-Year College Technical School Military Work Nothing 

Make sure you hook up with a 
recruiter—they are at MVHS 
frequently, or you can go to a 
recruiting office (there are a 
few of them in MVHS). Did 
you know that the military 
used to readily accept 
students with GEDs? Not so 
anymore. Only a small 
percentage of recruits have 
GEDs and those are usually 
students who had “special 
circumstances” that prevented 
them from finishing high 
school. Finish up! 

 You typically need at least a 2.0 GPA to go
to a 2-year school.

 Make sure you have two years of the same 
foreign language (or that you have an 
exemption).

 You don’t need an SAT or ACT score, but if
you do have one, you won’t have to take 
the COMPASS test (you will just need to
take this before you start classes for
placement purposes).

 Apply online (Many of these deadlines are
late—the summer for fall matriculation).

 The application will walk you through what
you need (usually a fee and a transcript).

 Apply for financial aid, if necessary—
fafsa.ed.gov.

 Check out GACollege411.com for HOPE
scholarship info.

 Most schools don’t have a GPA
requirement…so just get that
MVHS diploma.

 Find a school! (A list is available
at www.tcsg.edu.)

 Apply online (Many of these 
deadlines are late—the summer
for fall matriculation).

 Take the COMPASS placement 
test (you can take it on the 
campus you will attend).

 You don’t need an SAT or ACT
score, but if you have one, it can 
be used in lieu of the COMPASS.

 Apply for financial aid, if 
necessary—fafsa.ed.gov.

 The HOPE Grant may cover part
of your costs! Get details at 
GACollege411.com.

 Different schools have different
GPA requirements, but most
require a minimum of a 2.0
(different schools may calculate 
GPA differently).

 Make sure you have two years of 
the same foreign language (or
that you have an exemption).

 You will need to have taken either
the SAT or ACT and have your
scores sent to the school. Some
schools require the SAT II and not
all schools look at your writing
score on the SAT/ACT.

 Some deadlines are very early.
Check online and plan ahead! If
you need to write multiple essays
or get a letter of
recommendation, don’t wait until
the last minute!

 Apply for financial aid, if
necessary—fafsa.ed.gov. 

 Check out GACollege411.com for
HOPE scholarship info.

If you need help planning or have questions, see your counselor!  Also, don’t forget the great cache of 
information at GaFutures.org. Page 9
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a. Military recruiters visit our school regularly. Check the Den Calendar (Counseling website) to see
when they will be on campus.  All students are welcome to speak to the recruiter while they are in
the commons.

b. Visit: http://www.military.com/join-armed-forces
c. Visit: http://todaysmilitary.com/contact-a-recruiter

What is the military? In simple terms, the U.S. Armed Forces 
are made up of the five armed service branches: Air Force, 
Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and Navy. There are three 
general categories of military people: active duty (full-time 
soldiers and sailors), reserve & guard forces (usually work a 
civilian job, but can be called to full-time military duty), and 
veterans and retirees (past members of the military). Each 
branch of the military has a unique mission within the overall 
mission of U.S. security and peace. 

a. An apprenticeship allows you to work while learning the skills for a specific trade. It works for those
students who do not want to go into full-time furthering education or higher education.

b. Visit: http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Youth-
Apprenticeship-Program.aspx

c. Visit: http://careertrainingbase.com/apprenticeship- 
programs/georgia/

a. Visit: https://dol.georgia.gov/find-job

a. Visit: https://tcsg.edu/
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 https://www.gafutures.org/ 

a. According to Monster.com, “Skilled trades careers are those labor jobs which require specific
training, such as a carpenter, a tile setter or an electrician. Much of the labor involved with skilled
trades jobs is manual work and can be physically demanding. Many skilled tradesmen are self- 
employed, but a number of them find employment working for larger companies … A high school
diploma is the minimum educational requirement for most types of skilled trades jobs. Technical and
trade schools have courses and provide certifications on many skilled trades careers, but numerous
tradesmen glean their skills through apprenticeships, learning on the job as they work for an
experienced craftsman...”

b. Visit: https://www.georgia.org/2015/01/08/go-build-georgia-preparing-students-careers-skilled- 
trades
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Junior Year 
CALENDAR FOR PLANNING 

o Complete your Junior Conference with your counselor.
o Follow the counseling office on their Instragram account (MVHS.Counseling).
o Register for the SAT Reasoning Test and the ACT.
o Review materials that colleges send you.
o Talk with college representatives who visit MVHS during the school day.
o Begin visiting colleges.
o Utilize the Internet. Check out the colleges’ websites for information!
o Utilize the Counseling Office and the College & Career links on the Mountain View web site:

https://www.gcpsk12.org/domain/7000
o Make an appointment to speak with your Counselor using the online appointment system.
o Work on a resume.
o Become familiar with the www.GAfutures.org website. You will use this site to complete

college/technical school applications & send transcripts to colleges in Georgia during your Senior
year.

o Please make sure that Mountain View has your social security number so you can access your
HOPE average, complete applications, & send electronic transcripts through GAfutures. We must
have a copy of your social security card to enter your SSN.

o Attend all college fairs offered during your Junior year.

Senior Year 
o Complete the Senior Application for Graduation with your counselor.
o Register to take the SAT/ACT. Remember that many colleges have deadlines that occur as early as

January; therefore, waiting to take the SAT/ACT after December of your Senior year may be too
late!

o Complete your college applications through the college’s website. Apply for most GA colleges
through the GAfutures website. All colleges prefer electronic applications.

o Make an appointment to speak with your counselor using the online appointment system.
o Complete applications

 Submit the applications by Thanksgiving of your Senior year (recommended).
 Complete a Recommendation Request form if required for your application and give it to your

counselor.
 Send transcripts. Refer to the transcript-ordering page for more detailed information.
 Send SAT/ACT electronically to your colleges, if you did not do so when you registered for the

SAT/ACT.
o Keep grades up! (Senior grades do count).
o Attend the Senior Parent Night Meeting, Financial Aid meeting & FAFSA meeting in the fall.
o Continue to visit colleges.
o Talk as a family about finances for college.
o Attend scheduled college fairs in the fall.
o Each week check the Den Calendar on the MV Counseling website for important scholarship

information and APPLY, APPLY, APPLY!
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 Key Differences Between the ACT and SAT 
ACT vs SAT: which test is a better fit for your student? Students may take whichever test they prefer. If you’re not 
sure which test your child would prefer, consider the key differences between the ACT and SAT. Need a quick side- 
by-side comparison of the tests? Check out our ACT vs. SAT Comparison Chart. 

SAT vs. ACT 
content-based test Type of Test content-based test 

Reading: 1, 65-min section; Math: 1, 25-min 
section (no calculator) & 1, 55-min section (w/ 

calculator); Writing & Langauge: 1, 35-min 
section; Essay: 1, 50-min section (optional) 

Test Format English: 1, 45-min section; Math: 1, 60-min 
section; Reading: 1, 35-min section; Science: 1, 

35-min section; Writing: 1, 40-min essay
(optional) 

reading, relevant words in context, math, 
grammar & usage, analytical writing (optional) 

Content Covered grammar & usage, math, reading, science 
reasoning, and writing (optional) 

questions are evidence and context-based in an 
effort to focus on real-world situations and 

multi-step problem-solving 

Test Style straightforward, questions may be long but are 
usually less difficult to decipher 

Math and Evidence-Based Reading & Writing 
are each scored on a scale of 200-800. 

Composite SAT score is the sum of the two 
section scores and ranged from 400-1600. 

Scoring English, Math, Reading, and Science scores will 
each range between 1-36. Composite ACT score 
is the average of your scores on the four sections; 

ranges between 1-36 

no – you do not lose points for incorrect 
answers 

Penalty for Wrong 
Answers? 

no – you do not lose points for incorrect answers 

yes – you can choose which set(s) of SAT 
scores to submit to colleges 

Score Choice? yes – you can choose which set(s) of ACT scores 
to submit to colleges 

questions increase in difficulty level as you 
move through that question type in a section 

(except reading passage questions, which 
progress chronologically through the passage) 

Difficulty Levels difficulty level of the questions is random 

arithmetic, problem-solving & data analysis, 
heart of algebra, geometry, and trigonometry; 

formulas provided. 

Math Levels arithmetic, algebra I and II, functions, geometry, 
trigonometry; no formulas are provided 

with private schools and schools on the east and 
west coasts; however, every four-year college 

in the US accepts SAT scores 

Tends to be more 
popular? 

with public schools and schools in the Midwest 
and south; however, every four-year college in the 

US accepts ACT scores 

seven times per year: March or April, May, 
June, August, October, November, December 

Offered when? six times per year: February, April, June, 
September, October, December (note that some 
states offer the ACT as part of their state testing 
requirements; these tests are not administered on 

the national test dates) 

typically about four weeks before the test date Registration 
deadline? 

typically about five to six weeks before the test 
date 

http://www.studypoint.com/ 
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Here is a brief overview of the basic structural and logistical differences between 
the ACT and SAT: 

ACT SAT 

Total Time 2 hrs 55 mins without Writing 
3 hrs 35 mins with Writing 

3 hrs without Essay 
3 hrs 50 mins with Essay 

Order of 
Sections 

1. English
2. Math
3. Reading
4. Science
5. Writing (optional)

1. Reading
2. Writing and Language
3. Math No Calculator
4. Math Calculator
5. Essay (optional)

Time Per 
Section 

English: 45 mins 
Math: 60 mins 
Reading: 35 mins 
Science: 35 mins 
Writing (optional): 40 mins 

Reading: 65 mins 
Writing and Language: 35 mins 
Math No Calculator: 25 mins 
Math Calculator: 55 mins 
Essay (optional): 50 mins 

# of 
Questions 

English: 75 questions 
Math: 60 questions 
Reading: 40 questions 
Science: 40 questions 
Writing (optional): 1 essay 

Reading: 52 questions 
Writing and Language: 44 
questions 
Math No Calculator: 20 questions 
Math Calculator: 38 questions 
Essay (optional): 1 essay 

Scoring 

Total score range: 1-36 

Each section uses a scale of 1-
36. Your total score is
the average of your four section
scores.

The optional Writing section 
uses a scale of 2-12 and does not 
count toward your final score. 

Total score range: 400-1600 

The Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing (EBRW) and Math sections 
each use a scale of 200-800 and 
are combined for a total score. 

The optional Essay uses three 
separate scales of 1-8 and does 
not count toward your final score. 

Cost $50.50 without Writing 
$67.00 with Writing 

$47.50 without Essay 
$64.50 with Essay 

Who Accepts 
Scores? 

Accepted by all colleges and 
universities in the US 

Accepted by all colleges and 
universities in the US 
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Method 2: Take an SAT vs ACT Quiz 

Another way you can determine which test is right for you is to take a short quiz. In the chart below, check 
whether you agree or disagree with each statement. 

Statement Agree Disagree 

I struggle with geometry and trigonometry. 

I am good at solving math problems without a calculator. 

Science is not my forte. 

It’s easier for me to analyze something than to explain my opinion. 

I normally do well on math tests. 

I can't recall math formulas easily. 

I like coming up with my own answers for math questions. 

Tight time constraints stress me out. 

I can easily find evidence to back up my answers. 

Chronologically arranged questions are easier to follow. 

 Now, count your check marks in each column to find out what your score means. 

Mostly Agrees — The SAT is your match! 

If you agreed with most or all of the above statements, the SAT is what you've been looking for. With the SAT, 
you'll have more time for each question and won't need to deal with a pesky science section or a ton of 
geometry questions. 

Mostly Disagrees — The ACT's the one for you! 

If you disagreed with most or all of the statements, you'll most likely prefer the ACT over the SAT. On the ACT, 
you'll never have to come up with your own answers to math problems, and you get to let your opinion shine in 
your writing. 

Equal Agrees and Disagrees — Either test will work! 

If you checked "Agree" and "Disagree" an equal number of times, either the ACT or SAT will suit you. Unless 
you decide to take both, I suggest taking official ACT and SAT practice tests (as described in #1 above) to see 
which test's format you're ultimately more comfortable with. 
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Table A1: SAT Total to ACT Composite. Table A2 : ACT Composite to SAT Total.

SAT ACT SAT ACT SAT ACT

1600 36 1250 26 910 16

*1590 36 *1240 26 900 16

1580 36 1230 26 *890 16

1570 36 1220 25 880 16

1560 35 *1210 25 870 15

1550 35 1200 25 860 15

*1540 35 1190 24 *850 15

1530 35 *1180 24 840 15

1520 34 1170 24 830 15

1510 34 1160 24 820 14

*1500 34 1150 23 810 14

1490 34 *1140 23 *800 14

1480 33 1130 23 790 14

1470 33 1120 22 780 14

*1460 33 *1110 22 770 13

1450 33 1100 22 *760 13

1440 32 1090 21 750 13

*1430 32 *1080 21 740 13

1420 32 1070 21 730 13

1410 31 1060 21 720 12

*1400 31 1050 20 *710 12

1390 31 *1040 20 700 12

1380 30 1030 20 690 12

*1370 30 1020 19 680 11

1360 30 *1010 19 *670 11

1350 29 1000 19 660 11

*1340 29 990 19 650 11

1330 29 980 18 640 10

1320 28 *970 18 *630 10

*1310 28 960 18 620 10

1300 28 950 17 610 9

1290 27 940 17 600 9

*1280 27 *930 17 *590 9

1270 27 920 17

1260 27

ACT SAT SAT Range

36 1590 1570-1600

35 1540 1530-1560

34 1500 1490-1520

33 1460 1450-1480

32 1430 1420-1440

31 1400 1390-1410

30 1370 1360-1380

29 1340 1330-1350

28 1310 1300-1320

27 1280 1260-1290

26 1240 1230-1250

25 1210 1200-1220

24 1180 1160-1190

23 1140 1130-1150

22 1110 1100-1120

21 1080 1060-1090

20 1040 1030-1050

19 1010 990-1020

18 970 960-980

17 930 920-950

16 890 880-910

15 850 830-870

14 800 780-820

13 760 730-770

12 710 690-720

11 670 650-680

10 630 620-640

9 590 590-610

*Use this SAT score when a single score point comparison is needed.

Note: Concordance tables for the ACT Composite were derived from concordances of the 
ACT sum score.

2018 ACT/SAT 
CONCORDANCE 

TABLES
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Where will your scores take you? 

School Name SA
T 

Sc
o

re
s

A
C

T 
Sc

o
re

s

A
d

m
it

 
R

at
e

Amherst College 1510 33 14%

Arizona State University 1150 25 83%

Boston University 1400 30 29%

Brown University 1520 33 9%

California Institute 
of Technology

1570 35 8%

Colorado State University 1140 26 78%

Columbia University 1550 34 6%

Cornell University 1430 33 14%

Dartmouth College 1500 32 11%

Duke University 1510 35 12%

Florida State University 1260 27 58%

Georgia Institute 
of Technology

1470 32 26%

Harvard College 1550 34 5%

Johns Hopkins University 1530 33 13%

Marquette University 1240 27 84%

Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology

1560 34 8%

New York University 1370 31 32%

Pennsylvania 
State University—
University Park

1220 27 56%

Pomona College 1490 33 12%

Princeton University 1540 34 7%

Rice University 1530 34 15%

Spelman College 1160 24 36%

Stanford University 1530 33 5%

Swarthmore College 1420 32 13%

School Name SA
T 

Sc
o

re
s

A
C

T 
Sc

o
re

s

A
d

m
it

 
R

at
e

Texas A&M University—
College Station

1260 27 66%

Tufts University 1500 33 14%

United States 
Air Force Academy

1320 30 15%

United States 
Coast Guard Academy

1340 29 18%

United States 
Military Academy

1340 29 18%

United States 
Naval Academy

1280
not 

required
8%

University of California, 
Berkeley

1440 32 15%

University of California, 
Los Angeles

1370 29 18%

University of California, 
San Diego

1400 30 34%

University of Chicago 1550 34 8%

University of Michigan—
Ann Arbor

1470 31 29%

University of Notre Dame 1490 34 19%

University of Pennsylvania 1520 33 10%

University of 
Southern California

1450 32 17%

University of Texas 
at Austin

1350 29 40%

University of Washington 1320 29 45%

Washington University 
in St. Louis

1530 33 17%

Wesleyan College 1430 32 11%

Williams College 1480 33 18%

Yale University 1540 33 7%

What counts as a “good” score for college entrance? Well, it all depends on where you want to go. Check out this 
sample list of schools across the nation.*

*SAT and ACT scores are provided by the schools featured. These scores are representative of the 50th percentile who enrolled in the college. Students within a wide range of scores have received 
admissions to these schools based on their entire application package. Contact the school for more specific information.

SAT® | ACT®
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Go to PrincetonReview.com/FreePracticeTest 
to try a free SAT or ACT practice test  
and see how you score.

Better Scores Can Earn You Big Awards
Higher scores often lead to more scholarship dollars, which means more options for you. Check out this sample 
list of merit-based scholarships.* Our proven test prep will help you get your best scores. 

SCHOOL

Average award 
(per student) 

contingent upon 
standardized test 

scores (in part 
or wholly)

Minimum SAT 
score to qualify 
for merit aid**

Minimum ACT 
score to qualify 

for merit aid

Texas Christian University $17,824 1230 28

University of North Carolina at Charlotte $17,107 1230 28

Quinnipiac University $17,000 1100 25

Lycoming College $16,895 1080 21

Pace University $15,790 900 19

Hampden-Sydney College $13,624 1050 22

New Jersey Institute of Technology $10,119 1150 25

University of Maryland, Baltimore County $8,448 1210 27

The Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina $6,915 1300 29

University of Oregon $5,820 1150 25

Temple University $5,627 1150 25

University of Maine $5,406 1120 22

University of Arkansas $5,136 1060 24

Iowa State University $4,446 1130 25

Bowling Green State University $4,190 900 20

Washington State University $3,921 1150 25

University of Wyoming $3,825 900 19

Florida State University $2,072 980 21

Franklin College $11,517 730 16

*Merit award data for qualifying individuals self-reported from schools and represents data during the 2015-16 school year. **SAT scores are reflective of the Critical Reading and Math scores.

Don’t see your dream school? Check out our online school search feature and popular ranking lists, and create 
your own top picks list at PrincetonReview.com/CollegeSearch. Select by college name, location and major— 
or even best college radio station, quality of life and classroom experience. The Princeton Review can help you 
choose the best schools to fit your overall objectives and ensure your college success.

ThePrincetonReview@ThePrincetonRev/ThePrincetonReview

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with The Princeton Review. 
The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University. PRHSFL1706_03
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STATE 
COLLEGES & 

UNIVERSITIES 

Items to note: 
• Armstrong Atlantic is now Georgia Southern

Armstrong Campus
• Darton State is now Albany State University
• Georgia Perimeter is now Georgia State University

Perimeter College
• Southern Poly is now Southern Poly College of

Engineering & Engineering Tech at Kennesaw State
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Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College www.abac.edu 
Agnes Scott College www.agnesscott.edu 

Albany State University www.asurams.edu 
American Intercontinental University www.aiuniv.edu 

Andrew College www.andrewcollege.edu 
Art Institute of Atlanta www.artinstitutes.edu 

Atlanta Metropolitan College www.atlm.edu 
Augusta University www.augusta.edu 

Berry College www.berry.edu 
Brenau University www.brenau.edu 

Brewton-Parker College www.bpc.edu 
Clark Atlanta University www.cau.edu 
Clayton State University www.clayton.edu 

College of Coastal Georgia www.ccga.edu 
Columbus State University www.columbusstate.edu 

Covenant College www.covenant.edu 
Dalton State College www.daltonstate.edu 
Darton State College www.darton.edu 

DeVry University www.atl.devry.edu 
East Georgia State College www.ega.edu 

Emmanuel College www.ec.edu 
Emory University www.emory.edu 

Fort Valley State University www.fvsu.edu 
Georgia College www.gcsu.edu 

Georgia Gwinnett College www.ggc.edu 
Georgia Highlands College www.highlands.edu 

Georgia Institute of Technology www.gatech.edu 
Georgia Military College www.gmc.cc.ga.us 

Georgia Southern University www.georgiasouthern.edu 
Georgia Southwestern State University www.gsw.edu 

Georgia State University www.gsu.edu 
Gordon State College www.gordonstate.edu 

Kennesaw State University www.kennesaw.edu 
LaGrange College www.lagrange.edu 

Life University www.life.edu 
Mercer University www.mercer.edu 

Middle Georgia State College www.mga.edu 
Morehouse College morehouse.edu 

Oglethorpe University www.oglethorpe.edu 
Oxford College of Emory University www.oxford.emory.edu 

Paine College www.paine.edu 
Piedmont College www.piedmont.edu 
Point University www.point.edu 

Reinhardt University www.reinhardt.edu 
Savannah College of Art and Design www.scad.edu 

Savannah State University www.savannahstate.edu 
Shorter University www.shorter.edu 

 State Colleges / Universities 
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 State Colleges / Universities 
continued 

Technical Colleges 

College & Career Information 

South Georgia State College www.sgc.edu 
Spelman College www.spelman.edu 

Thomas University www.thomasu.edu 
Toccoa Falls College www.tfc.edu 

Truett McConnell College www.truett.edu 
University of Georgia www.uga.edu 

Wesleyan College www.wesleyancollege.edu 
Young Harris College www.yhc.edu 

Valdosta State University www.valdosta.edu 

Albany Technical College www.albanytech.edu Lanier Technical College www.laniertech.edu 

Athens Technical College www.athenstech.edu North Georgia Technical College www.northgatech.edu 

Atlanta Technical College www.atlantatech.edu Oconee Fall Line Tech www.oftc.edu 

Augusta Technical College www.augustatech.edu Ogeechee Technical College www.ogeecheetech.edu 

Central Georgia Tech College www.centralgatech.edu Savannah Technical College www.savannahtech.edu 

Chattahoochee Technical www.chattahoocheetech.edu South Georgia Technical College www.southgatech.edu 

Coastal Pines Tech www.coastalpines.edu Southeastern Technical College www.southeasterntech.edu 

Columbus Technical College www.columbustech.edu Southern Crescent Tech College www.sctech.edu 

Georgia Northwestern Tech www.gntc.edu Southern Regional Tech College www.southernreginal.edu 

Georgia Piedmont Tech www.gptc.edu West Georgia Technical College www.westgatech.edu 

Gwinnett Technical College www.gwinnetttech.edu Wiregrass Georgia Tech College www.wiregrass.edu 

www.GAfutures.org www.aie.org www.petersons.com 
www.collegeboard.org www.collegexpress.com www.eCampusTours.com 
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org www.myfootpath.com www.collegeconfidential.com 
www.gocollege.com www.collegedata.com www.educationplanner.org 
www.knowhow2go.org www.careeronestop.org www.mymajors.com 
www.gcic.peachnet.edu www.nacacnet.org www.collegeview.com 

Career Assessments & Career Research Information: 
Virtual Job Shadow: 1. Sign into eClass Student Portal 2. Select Additional Resources in My eClass 
Student Portal 3. Click on VirtualJobShadow and sign in! 
GCIS: 1. Sign into eClass 2. Under Additional Resources – Select “My Career Plan” 3. Click GO TO GCIS in 
the lower right corner (you may need to disable popup blocker on your computer) 4. Search careers! 
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Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural 

College

Albany State 
University

Atlanta Metropolitan 
State College

Clayton State 
University

College of 
Coastal Georgia

Columbus State 
University

Website abac.edu asurams.edu atlm.edu clayton.edu ccga.edu columbusstate.edu

Georgia Location
(Main Campus)

Tifton Albany Atlanta Morrow Brunswick Columbus

Freshman Class Size 1,509 1,519 1,050 536 795 1,667

GPA Avg. 3.0 Min. 2.0 Min. 2.0 Min. 2.0

using RHSC

Min. 2.0 Min. Core 2.5

ACT Score Avg. 17 - 21 Min. English 17

Min. Math 17

Min. Reading 17 Min. Math 17 

(Not Required)

Min. Math 17

Min. English 17

Min. Composite 17

Min. English 14

Min. Math 14

Min. Math 17

Min. English 17 Min. 

Reading 17

SAT Score
(based on new SAT 

scores)

Avg. 900 - 1100 Min. Reading 24 

Min. Math 22

Not Required Evidence-Based 

Reading & Writing 480

Math 440

Min. Reading 19 

Min. Math 19.5

Reading 24

Math 22.5

In-State Tuition
+ Fees

(30 credit hours)

$4,206 $6,950 $4,112 $6,554 $4,574 $7,334

Out-State Tuition + 
Fees

(30 credit hours)

$12,838 $20,352 $12,394 $19,956 $13, 206 $21,152

Room & Board
(per year)

$6,346 $8,934 N/A $10,398 $9,472* $5,990

Financial Aid Forms 
Needed

GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA

Test Scores Required SAT or ACT SAT or ACT * Accuplacer Optional

SAT and ACT Optional

SAT or ACT SAT or ACT SAT or ACT

(Accuplacer)

Official Test
Scores Required

Yes Yes Yes, if taken Yes Yes Yes

Application Deadline Fall Semester August 

1

June 1 Fall Semester July 15

Spring Semester November 

15

Summer Semester May 1

Fall Semester July 15

Spring Semester 

November 15

Summer Semester 

April 15

Fall Semester August 

3

Spring Semester 

January 2

Summer Semester 

May 22

Priority Semester

Summer - March 15 Fall - 

April 15 Spring - Sept. 15

Regular Semester

Summer - April 15 Fall - 

June 30 Spring - Nov. 30

Admissions Decision 
Release Date

Rolling Admission Rolling Admission Two weeks from completed 

application

Rolling Admission Rolling Admission Rolling Admission

Application Fee $20 $25 $20 $40 $25 $40

Notes * No test scores 

required for Access 

Program.

* Amount varies based 

on room type.

Early Action December

Final - July 1

$55

Yes

Fall Early Action 

November 15

Fall Scholarship February 1

Fall Application July 1

GSFAPPS

SAT or ACT

$24,210

$6,150

Avg. 1117

$8,832

Avg. 3.51

Avg. 23 Composite

Augusta

1,014

Augusta University

augusta.edu
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Website

Georgia Location
(Main Campus)

Freshman Class Size

GPA

ACT Score

SAT Score
(based on new SAT 

scores)

In-State Tuition
+ Fees

(30 credit hours)

Out-State Tuition + 
Fees

(30 credit hours)

Room & Board
(per year)

Financial Aid Forms 
Needed

Test Scores Required

Official Test
Scores Required

Application Deadline

Admissions Decision 
Release Date

Application Fee

Notes

Dalton State 
College

Fort Valley State 
University

Georgia 
Gwinnett College

Georgia 
Highlands 

College

Georgia Institute of 
Technology

Georgia Southern 
University

daltonstate.edu fvsu.edu ggc.edu highlands.edu gatech.edu georgiasouthern.edu

Dalton Fort Valley Lawrenceville Rome Atlanta Statesboro

1,209 467 2,388 1,300 3,100 3,902

Avg. 3.2 Min. 2.25 Mean 2.9

Min. 2.00

Honors Program 3.5

Min. 2.0 4.04 – 4.21 Min. 2.5

Avg. 17 Min. English 17

Min. Math 17

Min. Math 17

Min. English 17

Reading 20

Math 18

Avg. 31 - 34 Min. 20

Avg. 970 Min. Reading 24 

Min. Math 440

Reading 24

Math 440 *

Reading 26

Math 24

Avg. middle 50%

(1400 - 1520)

Min. 1030

$4,324 $6,848 $5,762 $3,914 $12,682 $7,556

$12,956 $20,250 $16,744 $11,854 $33,794 $21,374

$5,300 * $9,342 Based on number of 

bedrooms in suite

N/A $6,918 $10,060 (Avg.)

GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FASFA,

CSS Profile, GT App

GSFAPPS, FAFSA

SAT or ACT SAT or ACT SAT, ACT or

Accuplacer

SAT, ACT or

Accuplacer

SAT or ACT SAT or ACT

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes * Yes

Fall Semester July 1 

(Extended to

August 8)

Spring Semester 

December 1

Summer Semester 

April 20

Fall Semester June 15

Spring Semester 

November 1

Summer Semester 

April 15

Fall Priority Semester 

May 2

Spring - November 1

Summer - April 1

Regular Semester July 

1

Fall Semester July 15

Spring Semester 

December 1

Summer Semester May 

15

Early Action October 15

Regular Decision January 1

Summer Semester April 1

Fall Semester August 1

Spring Semester 

December 1

Rolling Admission Rolling Admission Rolling Admission Please allow up to two 

weeks for

admissions decisions to 

be made.

Early Action mid-January

Regular Decision mid-

March

Rolling Admission

$30 $20 $20 $30 $75 $30

* 2 beds with 1 

bathroom.

* Min. SAT scores for 

SAT taken during or 

after March 2016.

* Self-reported for 

admission

review, official test scores 

required for enrolling 

students.

UNIVERSITY SYS

* Covers double

(4-person suite) on 

Central campus and 

unlimited dining in The 

MAX.

Rolling Admission Early Action 

December

Regular - Monthly (Jan -

Apr)

$20 Online - $35

Paper - $40

Yes Yes

Fall Semester August 

6

Spring Semester 

December 15

Summer Semester 

June 2

Early Action October 

15

Rolling Admission 

April 1

GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA

SAT, ACT or

Accuplacer

SAT or ACT

$11,646 $28,710

$6,360 $11,126*

Not required Avg. 1216

$3,716 $9,530

Min. 2.0 Avg. 3.6

Not required Avg. 27

Swainsboro Milledgeville

1,500 1,490

East Georgia 
State College

Georgia College 
& State

University

ega.edu gcsu.edu

Page 27



Website

Georgia Location
(Main Campus)

Freshman Class Size

GPA

ACT Score

SAT Score
(based on new SAT 

scores)

In-State Tuition
+ Fees

(30 credit hours)

Out-State Tuition + 
Fees

(30 credit hours)

Room & Board
(per year)

Financial Aid Forms 
Needed

Test Scores Required

Official Test
Scores Required

Application Deadline

Admissions Decision 
Release Date

Application Fee

Notes

Georgia State 
University

Gordon State 
College

Kennesaw State 
University

Middle Georgia 
State University

Savannah State 
University

South Georgia 
State College

University of 
Georgia

gsu.edu gordonstate.edu kennesaw.edu mga.edu savannahstate.edu sgsc.edu uga.edu

Atlanta * Barnesville Kennesaw Macon Savannah Douglas and 

Waycross

Athens

4,600 + 1,100 5,000+ 2,396 776 909 5,500

Avg. 3.3 - 3.8 Min. 2.0 Avg. 3.32 Avg. 2.46 Min. 2.0 Min. 2.0 Avg. 3.97 - 4.21

Avg. 21 - 28 Min. English 12

Min. Math 14

Avg. 24 Avg. 18.5 Min. Math 17

Min. English 17 Min. 

Reading 17 Min. 

C it  17

English or Reading 17

Math 17

(20 for STEM)

Avg. 30

Avg. 1070 - 1260 Min. Verbal 360 

Min. Math 19

Avg. 1154 Avg. 470 Min. Evidence-Based 

Reading and Writing 

480

Math 440

Evidence-Based 

Reading & Writing 

480

Math 440

Avg. 1365

$11,076 $2,215 $7,568 $4,742 $6,918 $3,880 $12,080

$30,114 $6,531 $21,636 $13,926 $20,320 $11,820 $31,120

$6,006 ** $3,750 * $7,650 $9,370 $11,126 $4,500 - Douglas 

N/A - Waycross

$6,278

GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA

SAT or ACT SAT or ACT SAT or ACT SAT or ACT SAT or ACT SAT, ACT or

Accuplacer

SAT or ACT

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Highly recommended Yes

Fall Honors and 

Scholarship November 

15

Final Application April 

1

Spring Application 

December 1

Summer Application 

April 1

Fall Semester July 15

Spring Semester 

December 1

Summer Semester 

May 1

Fall Semester May 15

Spring Semester 

December 1

N/A Fall Semester July 15

Spring Semester 

November 15

Summer Semester May 

1

Accept admission 

applications up to a 

week prior to the 

start of the term.

Early Action October 15

Regular Decision January 

1

Fall Semester 

December 15

Final - June 15

N/A Rolling Admission Rolling Admission Rolling Admission Rolling Admission Early Action late-

November

Final - mid-March

$60 $30 $40 $30 No Fee $20 $70

* Multiple campuses 

with varying admission 

requirements.

Please visit 

perimeter.gsu.edu/ for 

all details.

** Shared 4 bed with 2 

bath.

* Melton Hall - 

Shared 1BR/ 

Community Bath.

* Tuition fees amount 

may vary per 

academic year.

Tuition fees based on 

students enrolled in 

courses on campus.

STEM OF GEORGIA

* 980 Avg. Converted 

SAT in Math and CR, 

1050 Avg. New SAT

Total Score.

Rolling Admission

$25

Yes

Spring Semester 

December 10

May Term - April 25 

Summer Term

May 15

Fall Semester July 21

GSFAPPS, FAFSA

SAT or ACT

$19,900

$7,870

Double Occupancy

Avg. 1050 *

$6,498

Avg. 3.34

Composite Avg. 20

Americus

450

Georgia 
Southwestern 

State University

gsw.edu
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Website

Georgia Location
(Main Campus)

Freshman Class Size

GPA

ACT Score

SAT Score
(based on new SAT 

scores)

In-State Tuition
+ Fees

(30 credit hours)

Out-State Tuition + 
Fees

(30 credit hours)

Room & Board
(per year)

Financial Aid Forms 
Needed

Test Scores Required

Official Test
Scores Required

Application Deadline

Admissions Decision 
Release Date

Application Fee

Notes

University of 
North Georgia

University of 
West Georgia

Valdosta State 
University

ung.edu westga.edu valdosta.edu

Dahlonega * Carrollton Valdosta

1,716

(includes cadets)

2,289 1,700

Avg. 3.56 Avg. 3.16 Avg. 3.2

Avg. 25 Avg. 20 Avg. 21

Avg. 1102 Avg. 984 Avg. 957

Dahlonega $7,472 $7,488 $7,676

Dahlonega $21,630 $21,306 $21,494

$3,892

Traditional Style

$4,360-$5,540 $4,330 **

GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA GSFAPPS, FAFSA

SAT or ACT SAT or ACT SAT or ACT

Yes Yes Yes

Early Action 

November 15

Regular Decision 

February 15

Spring Semester 

November 15

Summer Semester 

May 15

Fall Semester June 1

Rolling admission

Early Action 

December 15

Regular - March 15

Within 5-10 business 

days

Within 7-10 business 

days

$30 $40 $40

* Multiple campuses 

with varying admission 

requirements.

Please visit ung. 

edu/undergraduate- 

admissions for all 

details.

* Amount may vary 

based on room type 

selection.

** Reflects basic

residence hall rates.

Page 29



Beginning with students graduating from high school on or after May 1, 2017 and beyond, in order to be eligible 
to receive a HOPE Scholarship, a student must receive at least four credits in courses from the following 
categories listed below, prior to graduation from high school. 

 Advanced Math, or an equivalent or higher course taken at an eligible high school or taken for degree
level credit at an eligible postsecondary institution

 Advanced Science, such as Chemistry, Physics, Biology II, or an equivalent or higher course taken at an
eligible high school or taken for degree level credit at an eligible postsecondary institution

 Advanced Placement courses in core subjects (English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Foreign
Language)

 Advanced Foreign Language courses taken at an eligible high school or taken for degree level credit at
an eligible postsecondary institution

 Courses taken at a unit of the University System of Georgia in core subjects where such classes are not
remedial and developmental courses

It is NOT REQUIRED for students to take an AP course to be HOPE eligible. Students must have 4 credits from any of the above categories. 

English 
AP Language and Composition, AP Literature and Composition, ENGL 1101, and 
ENGL 1102 

Math 
Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, Statistical Reasoning, College Readiness Math, Accelerated 
Geometry, Accelerated Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, Multivariable 
Calculus, AP Statistics, MATH 1111, and MATH 1127 

Science 
Chemistry, Physics, Microbiology, Anatomy/Physiology, Forensic Science, AP Biology, 
AP Chemistry, AP Physics 1, AP Physics C, AP Environmental Science, and 
AP Computer Science 

Social Studies 
AP Human Geography, AP World History, AP US History, AP Psychology, 
AP Government, and AP Macroeconomics, HIST 2111, HIST 2112, POLS 
1101, PSYC 1101, SOCIO 1101, and PSYC 2250 

Foreign Language 
Spanish II, Spanish III, Spanish IV, AP Spanish, Spanish for Native Speakers II 
French II, French III, French IV, Latin II, Latin III, Latin IV, and AP Latin 

HOPE SCHOLARSHIP 
Rigor Requirements as of the Class of 2020 

Mountain View High School 
Courses That Would Fulfill Rigor 
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ACCESSING YOUR HOPE AVERAGE 
Mountain View must have your social security number on file 

so you can  access your HOPE average. 

The preliminary HOPE Scholarship calculations are available through the GAfutures website 
(GAfutures.org). HOPE calculations are updated in January and June each year. Follow the 
steps below to view your preliminary HOPE average. Final HOPE averages are determined after 
the student graduates. 

1. Log on to www.GAfutures.org
2. Sign into your account.
3. On the left side of the screen, select “My HOPE GPA”
4. Select “Mountain View High Schooll”
5. HOPE Calculated GPA is listed in the last section.
6. Select  at the bottom of the screen to view how your HOPE GPA is 

calculated. 

ACCESSING AND REQUESTING ELECTRONIC TRANSCRIPTS 
Mountain View must have your social security number on file to send transcripts 

through the GAfutures website. This option is only available for GA schools. 

A student can request that electronic transcripts be sent to participating Georgia colleges 
using the www.GAfutures.org website. 

1. Log into your account
2. Click on “COLLEGE PLANNING” tab at the top
3. Scroll down through the list and select “HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS”
4. Click the college(s) to which you want your transcript sent
5. Enter your SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER and DATE OF BIRTH if not displayed. Remember to return to your

PROFILE and add your Social Security Number & Date of Birth if it was not displayed.
6. Select MOUNTAIN VIEW in the section requesting your high school where your final transcript will be

located.
7. Select your graduation year in the next section.
8. Click the ACKNOWLEDGE square

9. Select button to see the transcript the college will receive. 

10. Select to send your transcript. 
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Updated 10/03/2019 

YES 

NO 

YES 

  NO 

YES 

NO 

 YES 

Are you are applying to a college or university in 
the state of Georgia and used GaFutures to 
apply or the college’s application program? 
(Such as Kennesaw, UNG, GGC, GaSouthern, 
Valdosta, Augusta Univ., Gwinnett Tech ….) NOT 
UGA 

You must request/send the transcript 
through GaFutures.  This is free. If it says 
that there is no transcript, you may need to 
provide your social security card for your 
records.  

Are you applying to a college/university and 
used Common Application, My Coalition, or 
SendEdu to apply? (Such as GaState Main 
Campus, UGA, Ga Tech, Emory, Mercer, WCU, 
Flagler,) 

Your counselor will submit your School 
Report once you complete your profile and 
FERPA.  Your transcript is included in your 
school report.  

Are you applying to UGA on UGA? 

Your counselor will automatically upload 
your transcript when they complete your 
Counselor Evaluation for UGA.   

Are you applying to a university and none of the 
above options apply? 

As of the  
Class of 2020 

Transcript 

CONGRATULATIONS 

HAVE AN AMAZING YEAR. 

You will need to order a hard copy of your 
official transcript on MyPaymentsPlus.  You 
will need to pick up your transcript and 
mail it to the school directly.  Do not forget 
to address the envelop correctly. DO NOT 
OPEN THE ENVELOPE.  

If you are still confused and do not know 
how to proceed? Email and/or meet with 
YOUR COUNSELOR.  
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Students may begin the college application process as early as fall semester their senior 
year.  Most colleges require counselor recommendation letters.  Here is what you need to 
know about requesting recommendations from your counselor: 

1) COMPLETE THE SENIOR PROFILE FORM 
• Email the completed form to your assigned counselor and provide your 

counselor with as much detail as possible.  

 

 

2) MINIMUM OF TWO WEEKS NOTICE 
• Please provide your counselor at least two weeks’ notice to complete your 

letter of recommendation.  Counselors will not be completing letters during 
school breaks; therefore, please account for that time. 

 

3) ADD COUNSELOR AS YOUR RECOMMENDER 

• If you are using online application systems, such as CommonApp, Coalition, 
SendEdu, or direct college websites, please remember to invite your 
counselor as a recommender. 

• Visit http://www.gcpsk12.org/domain/7005 to view your assigned counselor’s 
contact information. 
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Military Education Benefits 

NCAA Eligibility 
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Tips for Involved Parents and StudentsTi f I l d P t d St d t

How to make 
the most of your 
college visit

Can you imagine buying a home or a used car aft er just 
seeing a photo in a newspaper ad or on the Internet? No? 
Th en, be sure to make the most of your college visits!

Call ahead. Most colleges and universities prefer 
advanced notice to set up a tour. Some schools allow 
you to book a tour online. Colleges you visit may have 
special information sessions as well. Set up a meeting 
with an admissions counselor, a fi nancial aid advisor, 
a professor or advisor in the major of interest to you, 
and, if possible, a student from your hometown or with 
your planned major. When you’ve narrowed down 
your search, you may want to check into an overnight 
visit at your top pick(s) during which you can stay 
in a dorm, attend a class, and tour the campus with a 
student guide. If an interview is required, make ar-
rangements. (Remember to write a thank-you note to 
anyone with whom you formally meet— interviewer, 
admissions offi  cer, professor, or coach.)

Visit while classes are in session. Although 
summer might be the most convenient time, it is not 
the best time to experience a college. Try and visit 
while school is in full swing. Visit campuses in a range 
of sizes and diff erent locales (city, town, suburbs). Ap-
plicants frequently alter their preferences aft er visit-
ing a variety of schools. Observe how the faculty and 
students interact. Are the teachers interested in the stu-
dents? Are students engaged in their classes? Do they 
ask questions (and get answers)?

Give yourself enough time, ask ques-
tions, and take notes. One or two campuses a 
day is enough. Carry a notepad to write down com-
ments, observations, and questions. Ask about the 
typical class size for freshmen and then for upperclass-
men. Will you attend mainly lecture classes (50+ stu-
dents) or smaller classes (fewer than 20)? If the college 

uses graduate students as teaching assistants, fi nd out 
in what capacity and how oft en they serve. Is there an 
honors program? How do you qualify? What is the 
college’s graduation rate? What percentage of students 
graduate “on time” in four years? What percentage of 
freshmen return for a second year? What percentage of 
graduates have a job or acceptance to graduate school 
within six months? Does the college have majors and 
minors in which you are interested? What reputation 
does your major have at the school? How easy is it to 
change majors if you change your mind? What’s the 
college’s policy for accepting AP/IB credits? What op-
portunities does the school have for special programs, 
internships, or study abroad? What about technology 
requirements?

Find out what academic support services 
are off ered to students. What kind of advising, 
career counseling, and placement services does the col-
lege off er? What about tutoring or courses to improve 
study skills? Is there a writing center where a student can 
have a paper reviewed before it is submitted? Are there 
additional charges for these services? What about men-
toring programs for incoming fi rst-year students to help 
them acclimate to college and college-level academics?

Read the student newspaper.  Th e school 
paper— in print or online— can give you a feel for the 
school community, issues that concern the students, 
and available activities and upcoming events.

Visit important places on campus. Tour 
a couple of dorms. What are the housing options? Is 
housing guaranteed? Eat lunch in a dining hall. How’s 
the food? What are your options for a meal plan? Visit 
the library. Attend a sporting or cultural event. Hang 
out in the student center. Get a true feeling of how 
students live. 

Continued
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Talk to students you meet on campus. 
Most college students will be more than willing to tell 
a prospective student what they like or dislike about 
their school. How does he or she feel walking around 
the campus at night? Is the student body diverse? What 
happens on the campus on the weekends? Does it empty 
out or is there plenty to do? Can freshmen have cars and 
are cars really necessary? What outstanding professors 
or courses might they recommend regardless of a stu-
dent’s major? How is computer access on campus? How 
easy is it to fi nd a job on campus or in town?

E-mail a student or faculty member. Most 
admissions counselors are happy to put prospective 
students in touch with a faculty member or student in 
their planned major. Ask a professor about special op-
portunities for study and scholarships for your major. 
Ask a student about best courses and professors and 
why he or she selected the major. How easy is it to get 
courses you need at convenient times? 

Tour the areas surrounding the campus.  
Some colleges require students to live in dorms for all 
or at least the fi rst year of their college career, but you 
may live off  campus at some point. Check out what the 
area has to off er. If you won’t have a car, does college 
or community transportation run between student 
apartments and neighborhoods and the area of campus 
where you’ll have classes? Are groceries stores, book 
stores, and other retail and entertainment businesses 
nearby? Do streets bordering campus appear safe and 
well-lit? Does the community have parks and other 
recreational facilities that fi t your interests? If you’re a 
suburban or rural kid visiting an urban-based college, 
how comfortable are you with the downtown setting? 
If you like the city life, look around and make sure 
you’ll be happy at the small-town college. 

TIPS: How to make the most of your college visit (Continued)

A publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools • 437 Old Peachtree Road, NW, Suwanee, GA 30024-2978 • 678-301-6000 • www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

Sources: College and Career Specialist JoAn Adams of 
Dacula High, Counselor Steve Boling of Archer High, 
SallieMae.com College Fair Checklist, Making It Count, 
FastWeb, GCPS’ Choice Book

Questions for a fi nancial aid advisor:
 ■ What is the total cost of attendance (tuition, fees, 
room and board)?

 ■ Does fi nancial need have an impact on admissions?
 ■ What percentage of freshmen receive fi nancial aid?
 ■ What percentage of a student’s fi nancial need is 
met by your institution?

 ■ What is the average fi nancial aid package?
 ■ What percentage of the fi nancial aid package is 
work study, loans, grants, and scholarships?

 ■ Does the school participate in the federal stu-
dent aid program?

 ■ What’s the average student debt load at graduation?
 ■ What fi nancial aid applications are required?
 ■ What are the deadlines for fi nancial aid?

Questions for an admissions advisor:
 ■ What academic elements are considered in the 
admissions process? How important are each of 
the factors?

 ■ For successful applicants, what’s the average 
GPA? Average SAT/ACT score? Average class 
rank? (top 10%, top 25%, etc.)

 ■ What are entrance requirements? (Number of 
credits by subject, foreign language, etc)

 ■ What’s required for application? (transcript, es-
say, recommendations, interview, etc.)

 ■ What is the cost to apply?
 ■ Is there an online application option?
 ■ Do you accept an application from Georgia Col-
lege 411 (state schools only), a school applica-
tion, or the Common Application?

 ■ What is the early action/early decision policy? 
 ■ What are deadlines for early and regular admissions? 
 ■ When are applicants notifi ed of their admissions 
status?

 ■ What is the acceptance rate?
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Tips for Involved Parents and StudentsTi f I l d P t d St d t

Questions to 
ask during the 
college search

Before you jump into looking at colleges, you must fi rst 
begin by thinking about yourself and what you want 
from your college experience. Here are some questions to 
ask as you develop a college profi le for your search:

Take a look at yourself (and be honest). 
 ■ What are your personal strengths and qualities of 
character? Are you independent, resourceful, cre-
ative, motivated, etc.?

 ■ What kind of academic record do you have?
 ■ What are your work habits? Do you work to your 
potential or work to get by?

 ■ Based on your answers, what level of challenge is 
realistic for you?

 ■ Do you have any particular careers in mind?

Take a look at your fi nances. 
 ■ Do fi nancial limitations aff ect your choice of col-
lege?  Keep in mind that scholarships and fi nancial 
aid may be available. Based on information that you 
provide about your family’s fi nances, the college will 
decide if you qualify for fi nancial assistance.

 ■ If you qualify for fi nancial aid, how much debt can 
you reasonably handle aft er graduation based on 
your intended career plans?

 ■ Will your family be able to help fi nancially? Have 
a serious discussion with your family about fi nances 
and everyone’s expectations.

 ■ Will you need to work to pay for college? If so, what 
options will you have and what kind of class load will 
you be able to handle? If you can only take a part-time 
load (fewer than 12 hours), be aware that you may not 
be eligible for some fi nancial aid and scholarships and 
it will take longer to complete your degree.

Take a look at your preferences. 
 ■ What about housing? Do you want to commute from 
home, live on campus, or live on your own near campus?

 ■ Do you want to attend college in a city or a small town?
 ■ In what region of the country would you like to at-
tend college? 

 ■ Is it important to you to be close to home or will you 
be coming home just for holidays and breaks?

 ■ What size college appeals to you? How big is too big? 
How small is too small?

 ■ Would you prefer a single-gender or co-ed college?
 ■ Do schools you’re looking at have any rules or 
regulations of which you need to be aware? Can you 
handle them for four years? 

 ■ Do you want to participate in extracurricular activi-
ties? What activities are must-haves?

 ■ Do you want an athletic program? Will it not feel 
like college to you if the school doesn’t have a win-
ning football or basketball program?

 ■ Do you need recreational amenities? How impor-
tant is a good gym? Swimming pool? Intramurals?  

 ■ Do you want a strong creative arts program?
 ■ Are you looking for an academically challenging 
program?

 ■ Does the college off er your desired major? 
 ■ Do special programs, internships, work programs, 
or study abroad options interest you?

 ■ What about social life? Do you want a campus that’s 
highly social, one that’s pretty focused on academics, 
or something in between? Do you want to join a so-
rority or fraternity? If not, does Greek life dominate 
the social scene?

Continued
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Take a look at factors for each college.
 ■ What will it cost?
 ■ Where is it located?
 ■ What scores, GPA, etc., are required for admissions?
 ■ What percentage of applicants are admitted?
 ■ What percentage of freshmen receive fi nancial aid?
 ■ What is the school’s reputation for academics?
 ■ What are the strongest programs or departments?
 ■ Does the school have your likely major? Is the pro-
gram well regarded?

 ■ Will the school accept your AP/IB classes for credit?

 ■ What is the average class size for underclassmen? 
For upperclassmen?

 ■ Does the school off er additional programs (study 
abroad, internships, etc.) that are important to you?

 ■ What percentage of graduates are in graduate school 
or have a job within six months of graduation?

 ■ What is campus life like? 
 ■ Is it a commuter school where most students live at 
home or live nearby and go home on weekends?

 ■ What are options for housing? (on-campus: single-
gender dorms, co-ed dorms, apartment-style dorms; 
off -campus: apartment, condo, house, co-op)

TIPS: Questions to ask during the college search (Continued)

A publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools • 437 Old Peachtree Road, NW, Suwanee, GA 30024-2978 • 678-301-6000 • www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

Finalize your college search and selection 
Aft er considering these questions and developing a profi le of what’s important to you in a college, start assem-
bling a list of colleges to consider. Talk to your counselor, your advisor, and your family to decide which colleges 
off er you a good shot at admissions, are a good fi t academically, and are possible with your family fi nances/fi nan-
cial aid options. Narrow your list to a handful of colleges you could defi nitely get into (safety schools), colleges 
that you’d probably get into (reach schools), and colleges you would like to get into (dream schools). Decide how 
many colleges from each category you’ll apply to and develop a plan, noting deadlines, required materials, and 
application costs. Budget how much you can aff ord for application fees. If the cost of applying to 12 or more col-
leges is too high, apply to a couple of safety schools, a few reach schools and one or two dream schools. 

Colleges/universities where you feel you could defi nitely get in (Safety Schools). I’m at the high end academically 
for admitted students at…  __________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colleges/universities where you probably would be admitted (Reach Schools). I’m in the middle academically so I 
feel pretty good about my chances at…  ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colleges/universities where you would like to be admitted (Dream Schools). These schools would be an academic 
stretch for me, but I’d like to try to go to…  _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Take a fi nal look at your colleges to make sure they meet your career plans. Make sure you meet the colleges’ 
admissions requirements (GPA, exam scores, etc.). For colleges that make the cut, fi nd an application online or 
contact the college to request an application. Be aware of deadlines, required fees, etc. Some colleges off er free or 
discounted fees if you complete your application online. (Students who qualify for free- or reduced-
price lunch also may qualify for free or discounted application fees. Talk to your counselor.) Make sure 
your application is complete before the deadline, including the submission of letters of recommenda-
tion, transcripts, and other required materials.

Sources:  Counselors Marcia Arnold of Mill Creek High and William Blair of Meadowcreek High
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Twenty Questions to Ask During a College Visit 
(Plus Nine Questions Your Parents Should Ask) 

By: EduGuide.org Staff Members 

The object of the game Twenty Questions is to get enough information to be able to correctly identify an object. 
These twenty questions can help you figure out whether a school is the perfect college for you. Here are some great 
questions to ask during your college tour or admissions interview. 

Five Questions to Ask the Admissions Counselor 
1. What services are available to help students make a successful transition to college life? 
2. Are most freshman classes taught by professors or by graduate students? How many students are likely to be in my 

first-year and introductory classes? 
3. What kind of financial aid do most students receive? What scholarship, work-study, and grant programs am I eligible for? 
4. What makes this college different from [a similar or competing college]? 
5. Do most of the college's students get good jobs after graduation? Do many apply to graduate school? Do they have a high 

acceptance rate? 
Five Questions to Ask Your Tour Guide or Other Students 
1. What do students do on the weekends? Do most students go home, or are there lots of activities to participate in? 
2. Do you feel that your professors really care about you and the other students? Can you get help when you need it? 
3. Where else did you look when you were applying to colleges, and what made you choose this one? 
4. Is there anything you don't like about this school? What do you like best? 
5. What are the top three issues that concern students here? 
Five Questions to Ask a Professor 
1. What is a typical workload of homework, papers, and tests in your classes? 
2. How accessible are you to students? Are you only available during office hours, or do you interact with students outside 

of class? 
3. What are the main differences I can expect between a high school and a college class? 
4. Do students have the opportunity to assist with faculty research? Are students encouraged to pursue their own research? 
5. What do you like most about teaching here? Why did you decide to teach at this school? 
Five Questions to Ask Yourself 
1. Will I fit in with the students I've seen and met during my visit? 
2. Will the academic programs challenge me and prepare me for a career? 
3. Are there clubs, activities, and organizations that interest me? 
4. Did I feel welcomed by the staff and students? 
5. Can I picture myself living here for four or more years? 
Nine Questions Your Parents Should Ask  
1. What is college campus safety like? Can students request escorts to their dorms late at night? Are there emergency call 

boxes throughout campus? What kind of training do campus security personnel receive? 
2. What security measures are in place in the dormitories? How is access to the dorms controlled? 
3. Can students have overnight guests? Are there rules about visitation by members of the opposite sex? Are there any single- 

gender dorms? How about substance-free dorms? 
4. What academic and emotional support systems are available to students? Do you have a counseling center? Is there 

tutoring help available? 
5. What medical services are available on campus? Where is the nearest hospital? How are students billed for medical 

services? Is student health insurance available? 
6. Is there much partying on campus? Are there certain activities that are grounds for expulsion? Will I be informed if my child 

does something illegal? 
7. How are roommates chosen? What is the process for handling conflicts or incompatibility between roommates? 
8. What is the return rate for second-year students? What are some of the reasons students leave or transfer? 
9. What is a typical financial aid package like? Do most students receive financial aid? Can you help us with the financial 

paperwork? Under what conditions might my child lose financial aid? 
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1. Rushing the process. Finding the right college takes time and effort, not to mention 

research and an often lengthy application process. Waiting until the last minute or just 
“falling into a college” is never a good idea. It takes the most important factor out of the 
equation—you. 

2. Being a follower. Following a boyfriend, girlfriend, best friend to the college of their 
choice may seem like a good idea at the time because you want to be near them, but this 
is one of the most pivotal points in your life, too. You need to remember to make the best 
decisions for yourself and, if your relationships are strong, they will outlast time and 
distance anyway. 

3. You’re a die-hard fan. We’ve all got our favorite teams, but let’s remember that just 
because they have a great sports team does not mean it’s the right educational fit for you. 
After all, you’re there to learn, not cheer them on. You can be a fan anywhere, but you 
can’t learn everywhere. 

4. Assuming the worst. Not applying to certain schools because you assume you won’t be 
accepted underrates your potential and potentially limits your future. Come on, you guys, 
we have reach schools for a reason. You never know what you can achieve if you don’t 
try, so at least make an attempt. 

5. Location, location, location. Whether you’re a homebody who wants to stay close or an 
escape artist who wants to get as far from home as possible, the location should be a 
factor in choosing a college, not the sole decision maker. 

6. Cost obsessions or carelessness. Forgetting to consider the cost or only considering 
the cost as a factor are two major issues to avoid. While cost is a huge hurdle, there are 
many other factors to consider as well and students should not be blinded by this one 
aspect. 

7. Not visiting. Experiences are relative and one person’s dream college could be another’s 
nightmare. This is why going by what you’ve been told is never a good idea. A person very 
different from you could have had a positive or negative experience that you likely would 
not have had. It’s always better to visit and experience the college for yourself. 

8. Relying on reputation. Just because it’s a “highly-ranked”, “prestigious” or a “designer” 
school doesn’t mean it’s the right school for you. Don’t always assume that the difficulty 
of getting into the school equates to the quality of education you’ll receive. Some students 
need smaller classes and more one-on-one interaction to thrive in a learning environment. 

9. Having a one-track mind. Maybe you’ve wanted to go there since you were little and 
you’ve already decided there is only one right school for you. But not investigating all your 
options is a huge mistake. You can still attend you’re number one, we’re just asking you 
to check out the others, too. Just because you think it’s what you want doesn’t mean you 
can’t ask questions and, believe us, you can never ask too many! 

10. The college specializes in your current major. That’s right, we said current. Choosing 
a college solely because of a specific major or career path is a major (pun intended) issue 
because, odds are, your major will change several times. There’s nothing wrong with that, 
we just want you to be prepared with a school ready to accommodate all your dreams, 
whatever they may be. 

Article by Elizabeth Hoyt, Editor at FastWeb 
http://www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/3690-top-15-mistakes-to-avoid-in-choosing-a-college 
April 01, 2014 
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Students

Use this checklist to help you stay on top of your application tasks, paperwork, and deadlines.

 
 
application Checklist

College 1 College 2 College 3

  

applications

Request info/application forms    

Regular application deadline    

Early application deadline    

Grades

Request high school transcript sent    

Request midyear grade reports sent    

test scores

Send SAT® scores    

Send SAT Subject Test scores    

Send ACT scores    

Send AP® scores    

letters of recommendation

Request recommendations    

Send thank-you notes    

essays

Write essay(s)    

Proof essay(s) for spelling and grammar    

Have two people read essay(s)    

Interviews

Interview at college    

Alumni interview    

Handout 4A page � of �

College application checklist
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application Checklist

College 1 College 2 College 3

  

Send thank-you note(s) to interviewer(s)    

send and track your application

Make copies of all application materials    

Apply online    

Include application fee    

Sign application    

Confirm receipt of application materials    

Send supplemental material, if needed    

financial aid forms

Priority financial aid deadline    

Regular financial aid deadline    

Mail FAFSA    

Submit CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE®,  
if needed    

Mail institutional aid form, if needed    

Mail state aid form, if needed    

after you send your application

Receive admission letter    

Receive financial aid award letter    

Send deposit    

Send final transcript    

Source: The College Board

College application checklist (page 2)
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Name of College  ______________________________________________________

Location  _________________________ Date of Visit  ______________________

Contacts (Admissions/fi nancial aid staff , professors, students) 

     ____________________________________   ____________________________________

     ____________________________________   ____________________________________

Campus Facilities (Academic buildings, dorms, dining, recreational facilities, town/city setting)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Life (Entertainment, cultural events, recreation/sports, clubs/activities, social/service organizations)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Academics (programs of study, professors in major, libraries, study abroad, internships, special programs )

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

TIPS: Campus Visit Notes

Continued
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Overall Impressions

What did you like best?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

What did you like least?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Other facts to remember about this college

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

A publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools • 437 Old Peachtree Road, NW, Suwanee, GA 30024-2978 • 678-301-6000 • www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

Source: 
Mill Creek High 
Counselor Marcia Arnold

TIPS: Campus Visit Notes (Continued)
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Keep Track of your Login Info 
 
 
 

Website Log in Password 
www.GAfutures.org   

GCIS.com   

www. collegeboard.org   

www.ACT.org   

www. fafsa.gov 
 

(FSA ID) 

  

www. commonapp.org   

www. coalitionforcollegeaccess.org   
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